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1 A An object oriented computing system in an object 
oriented computing platform environment comprising: 

a computing platform; 

a plurality of objects residing on said computing 
platform, ekch including an object frame containing data 
attributes and at least one object method which performs 
actions on thA associated object, said objects being 
arranged in an Ynheritance hierarchy of objects to define 
parent and child\objects such that child objects inherit 
the data attributes and methods of parent objects and to 
further define objects in said inheritance hierarchy 
which are unrelated Vs parent and child objects such that 
unrelated objects do \ot inherit the data attributes and 
method of each other; 

an object manager which s^nds messages to said objects to 
perform actions on the associated object frame using the 
associated object messages; 

means, executing on said computing platform and 
responsive to a user request, fot grouping selected ones 
of said objects in said inheritance hierarchy which are 
unrelated to each other as parent and child objects, into 
a plurality of Complex Objects; and 

a visual support means to display visu\ally predefined 
aspects of the objects and complex objects 
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2. A\system according to Claim 1, wherein the visual 
support means includes visual support to define a simple 
object which participates in a complex object. 

3. A system according to Claim 1, wherein the visual 
support means includes visual support for presentation 
and manipulation of normalized data. 

4. A system according to Claim 1, wherein the visual 
support means includes visual support for computed 
fields. \ 

5. A system according to Claim 1, wherein the visual 
support means includes visual support for summary fields. 

6. A method for perforating actions on objects in an 
object oriented computing system on a computing platform, 
including a plurality ok objects in said object oriented 
computing system, each ohject including an object frame 
containing data attributes and at least one object method 
for performing actions on \he associated object, said 
objects being arranged in an inheritance hierarchy of 
objects to define parent and\ child objects such that 
child objects inherit the data attributes and methods of 
parent objects and to further nefine objects in said 
inheritance hierarchy which ara unrelated as parent and 
child objects such that unrelated objects do not inherit 
the data attributes and methods <$>f each other, said 
object oriented computing system Vurther including an 
object manager for sending messagels to said object to 
perform actions on the associated oloject frame using the 
associated object messages; said actYon performing method 
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comprising the following steps which are performed by- 
said lobject oriented computing system in response to a 
user request; 

grouping \selected ones of said objects in said 
inheritance hierarchy which are unrelated to each other 
as parent a\d child objects, into a plurality of Complex 
Objects; and 

providing visuaY support to display visually predefined 
aspects of the oojects and complex objects. 
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7. A method according to Claim 6, wherein the providing 
step includes the stlep of providing visual support to 
define a simple objec\ which participates in a complex 
object. 
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8. A method according toV:iaim 6, wherein the providing 
step includes the step of ^providing visual support for 
presentation and manipulation of normalized data. 

9. A method according to Claim 6, wherein the providing 
step includes the step of providing visual support for 
computed fields. 
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10. A method according to Claim wherein the providing 
step includes the step of providing visual support for 
summary fields. 
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11. A program storage device readable bV machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable 
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3 by the^ifta.chine to perform method steps for performing 

4 actions onNobjects in an object oriented computing system 

5 on a computing platform, including a plurality of objects 

6 in said objec\ oriented computing system, each object 

7 including an obgect frame containing data attributes and 

8 at least one object method for performing actions on the 

9 associated object\ said objects being arranged in an 

10 inheritance hierarchy of objects to define parent and 

11 child objects such fthat child objects inherit the data 

12 attributes and methods of parent objects and to further 

13 define objects in said inheritance hierarchy which are 

14 unrelated as parent an^ child objects such that unrelated 

E3 15 objects do not inherit tthe data attributes and methods of 

*Q \ 

16 each other, said object oriented computing system further 

H a 17 including an object manager for sending messages to said 

: ire \ 

y J, 18 object to perform actions on the associated object frame 

SI 19 using the associated object messages; said action 

20 performing method comprising Vhe following steps which 

C=| 21 are performed by said object oViented computing system in 

y 22 response to a user request; \ 
^ 23 \ 

P 24 grouping selected ones of said objSects in said 

* rf 25 inheritance hierarchy which are uni^elated to each other 

26 as parent and child objects, into a ^plurality of Complex 

27 Objects; and \ 

28 \ 

29 providing visual support to display vitally predefined 

30 aspects of the objects and complex objects. 

1 12. A program storage device according to Vlaim 11, 

2 wherein the providing step includes the step of providing 
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visual support to define a simple object which 
participates in a complex object, 

13. A prografcn storage device according to Claim 11, 
wherein the pVoviding step includes the step of providing 
visual support\for presentation and manipulation of 
normalized data\ 

14. A program storkge device according to Claim 11, 
wherein the providing step includes the step of providing 
visual support for computed fields. 

15. A program storage device according to Claim 11, 
wherein the providing steto includes the step of providing 
visual support for summaryxf ields . 
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